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We're talking about a humanitarian disaster if these
people lose all this water supply.”

Marine Capt. Jack Keldorph, part of the team repairing the Guajataca Dam in Puerto Rico

Marines, sailors try to avoid crisis

Locals impressed with
response but still concerned
aboul uncertain fulure

By Cuurln:) Mlbtns
The Virgi

GUAJATACA DAM, PUERTO RICO

The CH-53 Super Stallion swooped
around and hovered low Friday as three
Marines steadied themselves against the
helicopter’s whipping downdraft. They
grabbed a cable dangling from an open
hatch in its belly and hooked it to one of
about five dozen concrete Jersey barriers
that lined a road that traverses the trou-

by shoring up Puerto Rico dam

bled earthen dam.

The barriers are precious cargo. Ma-
rine Corps and Navy helicopter pilots have
worked this week to shore up the busted
spillway that runs along the Guajataca
Dam in northwest Puerto Rico. It has suf-
fered significant erosion following Hurri-
cane Maria’s heavy rains and now threat-
ens people below,

For more than an hour Friday, Marine
Capt. Jack Keldorph looped his hulking Su-
per Stallion from the spillway to the dam,
ina choreographed dance, With each loop,
Keldorph, co-pilot First Lt. Robert Yam-
nicky and other crew members dropped a

See PUERTO RICO, PAGE 12

STEPHEN M. KATZ | THE VIMGINIAN-SILOT

Marines hook Jersey
barriers to a CH-53
Super Stallion on Friday.
Tew me opped
25,000-pound barrier
on a twisted pile of
concrete and rebar in
the dam'’s spillway to
repair the Guajataca

“Fearthe Blackfish™
Washington creates
new traditions as it
joins submarine flest

Commissioning ceremony
is today in Norfollk

The crest of the nucle:
LSS

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO
President Donald Trump issued new
rules Friday to allow more employers
to opt out of providing no-cost birth
control to women by citing religious
or moral objections.

Trump delivers
for religious
conservatives
with 2 policies
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FATAL DUI CASE
WILLGOTOA
GRAND JURY

A Great Bridge High
senior was killed and
another badly injured
in the crash on indian
River Road in Pungo.
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Rats!

As the weather
cools down, don't
let critters start
finding ways into
your home.
HOME + LIVING
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The high
tides just
keep on
coming

WHY? Researchers blame a
push from storms, the pull
of the moon - and worsening
effects of rising seas
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Norfolk's Stockley Gardens area is
flooded by a heavy rain and high tide on
Aug. 29.

By Dave Mayfield | The Virginian Pilot

NORFOLK
ACK ON Aug. 29, the rain came
in buckets and an east-north-
easterly wind rattled win-
dows for hours. So the high
tide that afternoon did what
anyone would have expected:

It rose and rose.

In the midst of that unnamed storm
dashing up the coast, the flood gauge at
Sewells Point in Norfolk measured a peak
water level deep into the minor flooding
stage. Lots of low-lying streets in Hamp-
ton Roads were swamped.

It was easy to explain.

But three weeks later, five straight
flooding high tides caused seasoned
weather watchers to scratch their heads.
There were gusts in that Sept. 18-20 pe-
riod, yet not like on Aug. 29, and barely
a quarter of an inch fell over those three
days at Norfolk International Airport,
compared with nearly 4 inches on that one
blustery day in August. At times during

See TIDE, PAGE 4

CATCH THE

TIDE

You can join the Hampton Roads-
wide citizen science project that will
measure this year's astronomical
high tide on Nov. 5. All you need is to
register and download a smartphone
.pilotonline.com/
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Many fall il after
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Military
USS LEYTE GULF
RETURNS TO NORFOLK
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